School Based Mental Health Services directly impact student outcomes, special education costs and
disparities in student success as evidenced in the research.

1. School mental health services in elementary schools have been found repeatedly to reduce special
education referrals.
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2. Students who receive social-emotional support and mental health promotion services) achieve better
academically in school across the board. (This is the type of service funded by the “bundle” finance
structure in Success Beyond Six).
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3. Students who receive school mental health services disrupt their classrooms less, thereby inhibiting the
learning of others less frequently.
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4. Students who receive school mental health services are less likely to be tardy, absent, suspended or
retained.
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5. Students of Color are disproportionately referred to special education services. School social work
provides a model to address disparities in education outcomes.

Bean, K. (2011). Social Workers’ Role in the Disproportionality of African American
Students in Special Education. Advances in Social Work, 12(2).



